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1. Name

Llewellyn Park Historic District

historic

and-or common sane

2. Location

Multiple
street & number = NA not for publication
city, town West Orange — vicinity of
state New Jersey code 034 county Essex code 013
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X__ district —— public _X_ occupied ___ agriculture —_ museum
—building(s) X __ private —— unoccupied — commercial — park
— structure ___both —— work in progress  educational X private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
___ object ___in process X _ yes: restricted ___government ____ scientific

____ being considered .. yes: unrestricted -~ industrial — transportation
NA —no —— military — . other:

4. Owner of Property

name Multivple

street & number

city, town _'vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex County Hall of Records

street & number 469 High Street

city, town Newark, state New Jersey 07102

6. Representation in Existing Surveys m

title has this property been determined eligible? __yes _X no

date —_ federal ___ state ___county ____ local

depository for survey records

city, town state



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
X__excellent — deteriorated ___ unaltered X__ originai site
— good ___ruins _X_ altered —moved  date
___fair . unexposed

pg'"g%i&*tgs‘ Ppresent and original (if known) physical appearance

-~

Physiographic Areas

Llewellyn Park is a planned residental community of 421.792 acres
situated on the eastern slope of the Orange Mountain (also known as
First Mountain), approximately fifteen miles due west of New York City.
The Park is divided into four physiographic areas, the character of
each shaped by such natural processes as geology and hydrology into a
distinct subdivision. The four acres, as delineated on Map No. 1, are
described as follows.

Area l: The Ramble

The Ramble is a gorge, approximately one mile long, eroded by the
Park's principal stream, which runs east. This heavily wooded area
with steep slopes was delineated by Llewellyn Haskell as the commonly
held greenway because of its rugged and picturesque character. It
contains mainly large native trees, predominately of the Oak associa-
tion - Tulips, Hickory and Hemlock mixed with understory plantings of
native Dogwoods, Rhododendron and Azaela. The lower (southeast) por-
tion contains a sandstone cliff where stone for many of the houses in
the Park was guarried. The upper part includes the one remaining
water body surviving from the original design. The Ramble originally
included pedestrian paths and sitting areas. There is now one narrow
asphalted vehicular lane running through the lower portion as an
extension of Glen Avenue.

Area 2: The Glen

This is the largest of the four areas and the most easily developed
because of its gentle topograrhy and relatively open vegetative cover
(compare Map No. 1, No. 2 and No. 4), one reason it was used as farm-
land before Haskell's purchase. It is bounded by the Ramble on the
south, the steep Hill on the west and by a stream and Park limits on
the north and east. The Glen contains many large specimen trees,

Oaks among them, which appear to date from the Park's development and
before, as well as a variety of ornamental trees planted on individual
prxoperties over the years.

. Because is encompasses lands zoned A-l1, A-2 and A-3 (see Map No.
5), the Glen includes some of the largest and most historic of the
Park's houses (like "Glenmont") as well as some of its most modest,
located along the southeastern perimeter. The lands lying outside



8. Sig_gificance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—__ prehistoric ___. archeology-prehistoric . X_ community planning X _ landscape architecture._____ religion

____1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic - .. conservation . law . science

—1500-1599 ___ agriculture -—.. economics __._ literature . SCulpture

__ 16001699 ?_(r_. architecture — ... education -—_ military - . social/

——1700-1799 ___ art . —.. engineering —__ music humanitarian

_X_1800-1899 .___commerce = ____ exploration/settlement ___ philosophy —_ theater

X - 1900~ ____communications ~ jp— industry ___ politics/government ___ transportation
_.._ invention : — other (specify)

Specific dates 1857 Builder/Architect ~ Various

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

Llewellyn Park, begun in 1853 by businessman Llewellyn Haskell, is
the first romantically landscaped planned residential community in the
United States. Indebted to English antecedents, its design was in-
fluenced directly by Alexander Jackson Davis, architect of a number of
houses there, and indirectly, at least, by the writings of Andrew Jackson
Downing. Haskell's Park, in turn, influenced the taste of Frederick Law
Olmsted and a whole generation of town planners and landscape architects.
Its design virtually intact today, Llewellyn Park stands as the chief
surviving exponent of how mid-19th century picturesque ideals might be
transformed into reality.

Evolution of the Park

The genesis of Llewellyn Park can be traced to 1850 when Llewellyn
S. Haskell (1815~1872), a prosperous drug importer with offices in New
York City, first met the architect Alexander Jackson Davis (1803-1892).
Haskell engaged Davis to design a villa for riverfront property he owned
in Belleville, N.J. and the two men became friends, their love for nature
a common enthusiasm. Prompted by reasons of health and personal circum-
stance, Haskell sought property elsewhere for a new home, and in 1852 was
introduced by Davis to a picturesque tract of semi-wilderness and farm-
land On]the southeastern slope of Orange Mountain in what is now West
Orange.

The beauty of the land and the vistas it commanded inspired both
Davis and Haskell to:build houses there for themselves. The initial
vision of a private country retreat soon expanded, however. Whether
prompted by his intense sensitivity to the transcendental gualities of
the landscape, by investment potential or by Davis's enthusiasm for a
development he might £ill with his own designs for cottages and villas,
Haskell soon began buying land in large parcels with the express purpose
of creating a residential park.

By 1857, Haskell had amassed 350 acres on the slope ‘of the mountain
below the 65 acres on Eagle Rock where his own villa rustica, "the Eyrie,"
and Davis's "Wildmont" were built. A Civil War-era account of the land
emphasizes its romantic character (as well as the typically romantic
bias of the observer), describing it as an "old tangled and disheveled
spot ... a wild tract of mountainous land ... covered with thick woods
... threaded by mountain streams, pierced with picturesque ravines,
rimmed and ribbed with rocks, monumented with venerable trees as old as

the Pilgrim Fathers, and altogether diversified with a beautiful broken-
ness of scenery."




9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheets.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ 421.792

Quadrangle name_____ Orange ~ Quadrangle scale 1:24000
UTM References
A
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Verbal boundary description and justification
District is bounded approximately by Rte. 280 on the W.; by a line of

convenience E. of Rte. 280 & W. of Eagle Rock! Avenue on the N.;
by Eagle Rock Ave. on the E.; & by Main Street on the S. (see cont. sheet)

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries NA
state code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

(Jane B. Davies, Historical Consultant)
(Donald C. Richardson, Landscape Consultant)

name/tite Robert P. Guter

organizatioﬁ Historic Preservation Consultant date July 16, 1984

street & number 45-A Maccullogh Avenue telephone (201) 539-0366

clty or town Morristown, state New Jersey 07960
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

— national — - state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

Deput
Statep Hist%ric Preservation Officer signature r\g/»c/Lw ZCL M

December 20, 1985

titie Asst. Commissioner for Natural Resources date
For NPS use only
Wnby certify Tat this property is included in the National Register ,
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-he Park below the Glen and above Main Street illustrate the striking
jifference in development density (see Map B). The Glen also includes
" Zour of the five post-1913 roads, added to facilitate increased sub-
iivision potential (see "Significance").

Area 3: The Forest

Lying to the south of the Ramble, this heavily wooded area has
steeper topography than the Glen (see Map No. 2). It is dominated by
Oaks mixed with Tulips, Poplars, Beeches and Maples, and it is zoned
predominately A-3 (see Map No. 5). The Forest is subject to a degree
of exterior intrusion on its southwest perimeter because of Route 280.

Area 4: The Eill

As Map No. 2 illustrates, the Hill is subject to the steepest
gradients in the Park, sloping up to the western boundary. The tree
cover is dense, consisting mostly of Oaks and the geology of the Hill
is made up of basalt to trap rock. The combination of topographical
and geological constraints has made this the least developed part of
the Park. In the last few years several new houses have been built
on the steep slope directly above Mountain Avenue. This area was
reduced in size drastically by the routing of Interstate 280 (see
Map B). Since the land taken was sparsely developed historically,
few houses were lost, but the top of the Hill was part of what attracted
Haskell to the site, so the associative loss was of significance.

General Characteristics

A visitor entering Llewellyn Park on a hot summer day is likely
to be struck by an immediate and dramatic drop in temperature. This
phenomenon results from the distinct microclimate peculiar to the Park,
created by the combination of elements illustrated on Maps 2, 3 and 4.
Of these elements, the most apparent is the character of the vegeta-
tive cover, one of the dominant natural features of the Park.

Trees found in Llewellyn Park are part of a mixed hardwood forest
with Oaks predominant, but also including species of Beech, Hickory,
Maple, Pine, Hemlock, etc., all indigenous to the upland Pie?mont
region. The size and quality of these trees is unsurpassed in Northern
New -Jersey, and due to the urban sprawl of the northeastern corridor,
their equal is not likely to be found in any comparably developed

locale. Also of exceptional merit is the Park's collection of rhodo-
dendrons. :
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Introduction of ornamental and exotic species by Haskell and by sub-
sequent private owners has supplemented native stock to produce a notewor-
thy arboretum environment. Since the Park's plantings were never charac-

terized by monoculture, the loss of Chestnuts and Elms to blight was re-
grettable but not disastrous.

Topography and hydrology in the Park interact to create obvious sur-
face drainage patterns that contribute to its division into the four dis-
tinct areas already described. The main watershed or drainage area is di-
rected to the stream running east through the Ramble. A slight ridge run-
ning east-west in the Glen diverts some surface water to the north edge of
the property into an existing stream.

Architecture

The parenthetical numbers in the following discussion refer to the
map and the individual survey forms, on which the buildings are described
more fully. For ease of analysis, the architecture of Llewellyn Park can

be divided into four phases, their dates slightly overlapping in some
cases: .

I The Romantic Revivals: ca. 1857-1870
IT High Victorian Eclecticism: ca. 1870-1900
III The Academic Reaction: ca. 1900-1945
IV Post-War Subdivisions: ca. 1945-present

These categories include generalizations and contradictions, but for the
most part, they offer a remarkably clear-cut picture of major trends in
American Architecture from the mid-19th century to the middle of the 20th.
Phases I and II, with a combined total of only 31 surviving buildings,
present fewer examples than one might expect for two reasons: For many
years the Park was sparsely developed (the 1873 map depicts fewer than 40
lots with buildings), and many larger houses of the 19th century were de-

molished for land subdivision or for the construction of marginally small-
er houses.

More houses (81) were built in Phase III than in any other. For the
most part, the architecture of this period tends to relinquish innovation
in favor of a kind of staid propriety sometimes typical of the Academic
Reaction as a whole. Phase III houses accurately reflect the image of the
Park during these years as a bastion of solid comservative values.

The architecture of Phase IV reflects, for the most part, ghe reduced
size and diminished design quality typical of postwar construction. Most
of the 49 houses built in this phase are categorized as '"Intrusions."”



OMB No. 1024-0018
g"’ag)Form 10008 Expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Llewellyn Park H.D., W. Orange, i
Continuation sheet Essex County, NJ Item number 7 k Page

PHASE I: The three most significant buildings of this period were
all designed by A.J. Davis, the circular gate lodge (#71) and '"Castlewood"
( 77), both constructed of uncoursed or random-coursed native fieldstone,
and the Nichols Cottage (45), a 3-bay center-gabled wooden house typical
of Davis' designs for less affluent clients. All three display the archi-
tect's fondness for Gothic inspiration. Another Gothic house (#49) was
built ca. 1857 for Levi Stone of sandstone quarried in the Park. 1Its ar-
chitect is unknown, but a wing was added in 1886 by McKim, Mead and White.

Only three other buildings by Davis survive. The last to be built
was the Byerly-Kerr House (#59) of 1868, a simple house in the Second Em-
pire style not often associated with Davis. Tyrden Terrace (#116), de-
signed a decade earlier, is a frame Italianate villa distinguished by a
semi-octagonal pavilion and a decorative verandah. It has been extensive-
ly altered. Also altered is the Frost House (#64), designed for Haskell's
mother-in-law in 1855. Its essentially vernacular aspect (it appears to
be an enlarged bracketed farmhouse) apparently resulted from the design
being watered down by the client. A fourth house, revised by Davis from

designs by Haskell, is a much-altered mansard cottage (#11) dating from
ca. 1867.

Other Phase I houses include an 18th-century farmhouse enlarged some-
time in the mid-19th century (#3), an L-plan vernacular house (#120), two
Second Empire houses (#17 & #33) and a center-pavilion frame house with
some minimal Italianate trim. Research by Jane B. Davies has established
that these surviving houses once stood in the company of at least eight
others built before 1860: a wooden Gothic Revival cottage by Calvert Vaux,
a stone Gothic cottage and an Italianate villa (architects unknown), and a
towered villa and three ''Swiss' cottages by George F. Babb. ‘

PHASE II: Most of the largest estates of this period have vanished.
The only surviving parts of McKim Mead & White's Auchincloss Estate, for
example, are a group of ancillary buildings (#65) in a shingle and clap-
board mode similar to the firm's earliest New Jersey commissions. Most
typical of the general effect that Park owners were striving for in this
period is "Glenmont" (#37), a Queen Anne or Aesthetic Movement house de-
signed ca. 1880 by Henry Hudson Holly and subsequently purchased by Thomas
Edison. 1Its extravagant size and complex massing contrast sharply with
the houses of the Haskell-Davis era. .

Several smaller surviving houses built at about the same time (such
as #39 and #69), were designed in a complex shingle and clapboard mode
similar to that used for "Glenmont,'" but in a decidedly more vernacular
vein. During the 1890s, other houses exhibit the transition from Queen
Anne to Shingle Style (#117) and to a nascent Colonial Revival (#38).



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) Expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Llewellyn Park H.D., W. Orange,
Continuation sheet Essex County, NJ ltem number 7 Page 5

Phase II also includes the Park's best collection of carriage houses
and associated structures. They range in pretentiousness from the unassum-
ing domestic scale of #48 (its jerkin-head wall dormers and clapboards
reminiscent of Phase I buildings), to the rather monumental eclecticism of
#147. Both date from the 1880s. The gable repetiticn of buildings #41
and #125, built in the 1890s, are variants of Shingle Style influence.

, PHASE II1: This period saw the Park's greatest surge of development,
accounting for the construction of 81 surviving buildings. Like the Aca-
demic Reaction in general, Park architecture in this period falls heavily
into the Colonial Revival Camp (41 buildings), with the second largest

number (27 buildings) executed in a Norman-Tudor-English Cottage mode.

The Park's "Colonial Revival" architecture can be divided into sever-
al subcategories., First are the 5-bay center-hall frame houses derived
from relatively vernacular American Georgian and Federal models. The most
grandiose of these is #23, with its clear references to Mt. Vernon. Oth-
ers are more restrained. (#l, #85, #97 and #111 are typical.)

More formal and English in their derivation are the brick Georgian
Revival houses like #74, #103 and #104. Some rely more for effect on mas-
ing than ornament, in a Lutyens-esque ''Wrennaissance'" manner (such as
#38, by Albro and Lindeburg, ca. 1927), while others (like #5) fall into
the more common white-on-red neo-Georgian mode.

A third category, with most examples dating from the 1920s and '30s,
consists of modest '"Dutch Colonial" houses built on small lots for decid-
edly middle-class owners. Houses #67 and #68 are typical.

Similar divisions can be drawn in the second most popular category,
houses inspired by models primarily Tudor in origin. The broad range of
architectural quality found in this category is largely a matter of dif-
ferences in detailing and craftsmanship. Some houses have a banal, strip-
ped down quality, while others are richly articulated.

Half timbered houses like #13, #95 and #127 appear throughout Phase
III. Brick or stucco versions without timbering usually depend on strong
gabled forms. House #22, built in 1922, also makes use of banks of multi-
paned casements, flush eaves and tall chimneys with terra cotta pots.
Houses #28 and #102 are good examples of the best repetitive-gable type.
Probably the most richly detailed of this whole genre is the Anglo-Norman
#108, which includes Gothic arches, oriels, round towers, clustered chim-
ney stacks and a host of materials.

PHASE IV: Here we find a marked change in size and quality attribut-
able to post-World War II economic conditions. As in Phase 111, some
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houses are set apart by superior detailing, but most are of "subdivision
quality," generally speaking, whether more or less expensive. Identifi-
able are "Builder's Colonial Revival' (#79, #124), Cape Cod (#137, #172),
Ranch (#134 and #144) and a few split level designs (like #142). 1In the

last decade, several owners have chosen a more contemporary idiom (like
#53):

Historical Contrasts

The most striking aspect of Llewellyn Park is the degree to which its
landscape design has resisted change. Aside from the upper acreage lost

to Interstate 280, the topography and overall landscape scheme stand unal-
tered. .

At least 807 of the Park's curvilinear road system is original. Ad-
ditional roads (see Map No. 5) were designed to duplicate the scale of the
1850s carriageways, which are maintained today with a minimal amount of
guttering, curbing and shoulders to closely approximate Haskell's rural-
looking circulation system. Public street improvements to Park Avenue
have encroached on the setback of the main entrance, and the loss of the
pond to the south has made the approach less picturesque, but the survival
of Davis' stone gatehouse and the general quality of the landscaping pre-

- serve the essential attributes evident in depictions dating from the
1860s. '

The rustic-work shelters , furniture and fences, documented by photo-
graphs taken in the 1870s, have vanished, but the later gas lamps still
light the roads. By its very nature landscape changes. The Park's plant-
ings have matured since the days of Haskell and Davis and some areas have
reverted to more naturalized conditions. Ironically, the overall impres-
sion is a bit wilder than it was at the end of the 19th century, but de-
spite the loss of some details, the Park's character has been maintained
with remarkable integrity.
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The existing features of the land suggested its manner of develop~-
ment. Natural terraces climbing the slope of the mountain were suitable
for building sites and a deep ravine became the centerpiece of a 50-
acre parcel intended as the focal point for the individual lots. This
park within the park was first known as Llewellyn Park. Not until 1860

was the overall acreage identified thusly, at which point the ravine
lands became known as the Ramble.

The single most important event that guaranteed the future stability
of the residential community was one that gave a legal basis to the
shared aesthetic that had become Haskell's development premise. On
February 28, 1857 he and his wife deeded to three trustees all of the
lands eventually to be known as the "Ramble," for use as "a private
pleasure ground ... to be freely ... used and enjoyed, as a place of re-
sort and recreation" by the separate owners of the villa sites.? Tt was
further specified that maintenance of this "pleasure ground," together
with the public roads in the larger park, was to be accomplished by
annually assessing the owners of the villas $10 per acre. Management

of roads and the Ramble was put in the hands of a committee elected by
the owners.

By 1860 Llewellyn Haskell's holdings had increased to 500 acres
and he had spent the enormous sum of $100,000 to lay out villa sites
and clear the tangle of underbrush, establish a pattern of curvilinear
roads and implement a great deal of the overall landscape plan. His
improvements also included the erection of a gatehouse designed by Davis
in 1857 and a collection of rustic-work fences, bridges, kiosk, etc.,
also from Davis' hand. As the physical appearance of the park was
beginning to approach its mature state, the details of organizing and

carrying out its management were proceeding apace, sometimes by trial
and error.

The only substantive source for these early details is the collection
of minute books and related materials owned by the Llewellyn Park Asso-
ciation - a source nearly always reliable but not always complete or
comprehensive.* The first recorded "Minutes of the Lot Owners" date from
a meeting held at the gate lodge on January 11, 1858. Although nearly
twenty lots had been sold, only six owners attended: L. S. Haskell,
Charles J. Martin, Daniel A. Heald, Joseph Howard, Augustus O. Moore
and Joseph A. Weder. Their chief order of business was electing a

Committee of Managers, as called for in Haskell's Deed of Trust, to be
constituted of five members.

The lot owners, by now known as the Proprietors, did not meet
again formally until January 10, 1859. Once again, six owners attended:



NPS Form 10-900-a . OMB No. 1024-0018
@-82)

Expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form

Llewellyn Park H.D., W. Orange,
Continuation sheet Essex County, NJ Item number 8 Page 3

Haskell, Martin, Heald, Levi P. Stone, Thomas B. Merrick and William
Leconey. By this time the depression following the Panic of 1857 had
probably begun to have some effect on Haskell's schemes (Llewellyn

Park was only one constituent of his real estate holdings) and may have
caused building lots to sell more slowly than anticipated. The next
important event associated with the meeting of the Proprietors occurred
on February 1, 1860, when Pierre Brunner, "Superintendent of the Park,"
submitted a report which the Proprietors ordered to be filed. The nature of
the report and Brunner's identity and responsibilities are all unknown.
In that same year $2,000 was collected in assessments ("taxes") and
$5,571.55 expended. Smaller defecits were reported in the following
two years, and in 1862 the first note was made of delinguent taxes, in

the amount of $266.8l1. This problem was to be a recurrent one through-
out the history of the Park.

Despite the monumental scale of Haskell's improvements, the Committee
of Managers was charged with additional improvements and with cyclical
maintenance tasks. Such needs prompted the Managers to seek voluntary
contributions to supplement taxes. Despite financial strictures,

Haskell encouraged the Proprietors to continue his grand and sometimes
visicnary plans. At the meeting of January 11, 1864, a committee was
formed to procure estimates for constructing "a road to the top of the
mountain” and to consider plans for lodges "at the several entrances

now unprovided for." All of this at a time when the Civil War had
‘brought domestic building trades to a standstill and threatened Haskell's
overextended real estate empire with collapse.’

Several significant pieces of business were dealt with at the Meeting
of January 9, 1865. Haskell's 1857 Deed of Trust made only two over-
tures in the direction of prototypical zoning controls. He specified
that no business or trade could be carried on within the Park and estab-
lished a minimum of one acre for building purposes. No restrictions
were imposed on the siting or appearance of houses and public access to
the Park was nowhere addressed. It was this last issue that concerned

the Proprietors at their 1865 meeting, at- which time they adopted the
recommendations of a special committee, to whit:

1. The Proprietors issue their private .cards to such
of their friends and acaquaintances as they may desire
to have admitted to the Park, such cards to be given
up by the holder at the gate and returned to the
Proprietor.

2. That persons desiring to visit or call on residents
of the Park be admitted on giving their names to the gate-
keeper and indicating on whom they propose to call.
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3. That respectable strangers from abroad who desire
to visit the Park be admitted on recording their names

and residences in a book to be kept by the gate-keeper
for that purpose.

The third rule suggests that the Park may already have gained some
European notice. The degree of exclusivity and public access imposed

by the Proprietors would change at various times, as future minutes will
show.

Methods of financing improvements were still very much at issue.
The Proprietors, at the same meeting, requested that the "Trustees allow
the income to be derived from the $100 per acre on all sales of land
by Mr. Haskell to accumulate in their hands on interest if practicable."”
They went to postulate "That if said fund where so accumulated the first
$1,000 be placed at the disposal of the Board of Managers to be appro-
priated to indispensable and permanent improvements on the roads, such
as paving, gutters, McAdamising and building bridges."

The final significant piece of business was the adoption of a
resolution praising Haskell's many services to the Park which began:

Resolved by the Proprietors of Llewellyn Park that they
deeply sympathize with Llewellyn S. Haskell in his recent
severe calamity from the railroad collision in Bergen
Tunnel, and tender him their sincere condolence ...
Haskell's accident was one from which he never fully recovered.
Coming on the heels of his war-induced financial straits, it halted the
vigorous application of his energies to the Park. Although he did not
withdraw prec1p1tously from the affairs of the Managers and Proprietors,
1865 marks, in many ways, the end of the first phase of Park development.
It might be of some significance that on July 5, 1866 an advertisement
nearly one newspaper column long appeared in The Independent, titled
"Llewellyn Park, Country Homes for City People." The renewed effort at
promotion may have been inspired by the combination of Haskell's personal
removal from Park affairs and the doldrums of Civil War economics.

Since the Park had already achieved a large part of its maturfe
appearance when the New-York Illustrated News published an article about
it on June 23, 1860, Haskell's accident in no way aborted the realiza-
tion of his grand scheme. The remainder of the 1860s seems to have been
a period of attending to small details as the Proprietors and
Committee of Managers continued to carry on the work begun by Haskell.
In 1867, for example (recorded at the Manager's meeting of January 1l4),
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the first itemized accounting was made for expenditures, including the
following:

Wages for gardener, gate-keeper and laborer.
Road repairs, McAdamizing, gravelling and stone guttering.

Stone culverts, iron gratings, rustic work, shrubbery, trans-
planting, slating summer house, etc.

Total Expenditures: $1,454.97

In view of the Park's purposely rustic nature, the use of McAdam
surfacing 1s surprising. Many sizable northern New Jersey towns had
few paved streets until the 20th century. Also of interest is the
implication that a gardener and a laborer maintained the grounds,
although additional work may have been contracted separately.

The follow1ng year (Committee of Managers, January 15) financial
discomfiture is reflected in two items. Taxes were uncollected from
Llewellyn S. Haskell, and the Managers resolved to "use all proper
endeavors to aid Mr. Haskell in the sale of lands within the limits of
the Park and encourage the building of residences on lots now unimproved."
This resolution may have been motivated by a combination of self-interest
and a genuine wish to assist Haskell. It may, in fact, be partly a
response to a disagreement between the Managers and Haskell reflected
in the minutes of January 14, 1867. Hakell had, for the first time,
scld one-acre lots to buyers living outside the Park, something he was
legally free to do. The Managers believed that this practice threatened
the exclusivity and proprietary control implicit in the original develop-
ment scheme and urged him "to decline future sales in a manner so
injurious to himself and the proprietors." 1Incidents such as this began
to build a stock of precedents for practical interpretation of how the
Park was to be run.

It became clear in this period that even questions of landscape
aes;gn would need to be addressed by the Managers and the Proprietors,
since the Park was a constantly changing living organism. At the
Managers meeting of January 31, 1869, the following report seems to
establish that, at least by this point, no landscape designer was in
charge:

The committee of improvement, having expended the
means provided for the improvement of the Park from
the Stone bridge to Mountain Avenue would respectfully
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report that the work 1s not completed and cannot
be in the manner it has so far been done, without
speqial provision of funds for this' purpose.

The committee would further remark that in their
opinion it will cost about $1,500 to complete the
improvement of the ground above mentioned and make
such an improvement of the ravine and road borders
below the bridge, as the great natural advantages
of that locality demand.

We further suggest that while we think the Glen below
the bridge should be kept as a Forrest we think it
should be cleared of under brush and some superfluous
trees, the ground cleaned, the holes and very rough
places made less unsightly and the road borders finished
neatly, that the great natural beauties of the ground
may be seen by those riding on the borders and the

walks become inviting to pedestrians.

Llewellyn S. Haskell's death in 1872 was the occasion of sincere
regret on the part of the Proprietors, who almost immediately began to
consider a suitable memorial (eventually a portrait bust) and who resolved:

That the works he has left behind him are the best
monument of -his generous and enterprising spirit,

and of that love of the beautiful which, combined
with his enthusiasm and his executive genius, achieved
so much for the elevation of popular taste and for

the adornment of this neighborhood, of which his

eye first measured the capacity for improvement and
picturesque development.

In 1873 (Managers meeting of January 13) policy governing access
to the Park was altered upon petition of the Proprietors and a public
notice to that effect was printed on April 15, 1873, signed by the five
man Committee of Managers, who took pains to counter any impression of
"apparent exclusiveness." It is unclear what prompted this new policy
of liberality. Perhaps Haskell's death put in perspective the fact
that his achievement had become, in some ways, a public trust.

The decades of the 1870s and 1880s saw the management confronted
with technological advances that had to be dealt with in the special
context of the Park's aesthetics. Some representative entries from
the minutes tell the story. 1In 1871 more McAdamizing was noted and
the "Roadmaster" reported having bought a mowing mechanism for $60

7
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(meetings of the Managers, February 21 and April 10). At the Manager's
meeting of January 9, 1882 it was resolved that telephone wires would

be permitted underground only (a policy of remarkable foresight for

its day), that the comparative costs of lighting the rcads by means of
electricity or gas should be investigated and that "proper signs for all
the Avenues, Rcads and Ways of the Park" should be erected. The guestion
of telephone wires continued to vex the Managers. On April 16, 1887

they instructed the Secretary to "notify the Telephone Company to remove

the wires near the Park entrance to a less dangerous and unsightly
position."

Judging from the Manager's minutes of October 13, 1890 lighting the
roads had still not been accomplished. It was noted that a proposal had
been received from the N.J. Globe Gas Light Company and residents were
asked to subscribe to a "lamp tax" for this purpose. Despite the fact
that Thomas A. Edison was then the Park's most famous resident, gas was
finally chosen over electricity, and the roads remain so lighted today.

In 1889 (see the Manager's minutes of April 22) the residents united to
stave off extension of Park Avenue through the Park to Mt. Pleasant Avenue.

The foregoing notations, more than a sampling of random actions,
illustrate two phenomenon that continued to color the Park's history:
First, the commitment by the Managers and Proprietors to maintain the
Park's physical integrity and second, the difficulty of financing main-
tenance and improvements. Both issues are related to the sale of lots
and density of development. By 1873 no more than 45 families were
resident on roughly 750 acres; by 1913 their number had increased by
only nine. Such low density enhanced the aesthetic qualities enjoyed

by the residents but, ironically, made it difficult to raise money to
protect those same gualities.

Not until the 20th century did several physical changes effect a
more reasonable compromise between aesthetic and practical concerns.
Between 1913 and 1941, five new roads were introduced into the Park's
circulation system, which had remained virtually unaltered since the
1860s. Four of these roads were added at various peripheral locations
(see Map No. 5) and did little to impact the original landscape plan.
The fifth, connecting Park Way and Glen Avenue, subdivided a central
section without interrupting any natural features of special interest.
Approximately thirty new houses were built as a result of this road con-
struction, increasing the total number of residences to 88 by 1941l.

In that same year, as part of a zoning revision in West Orange at
large, three zones were established in the Park (see Map No. 5). In
general, these provisions institutionalized existing practice, but the



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82)

Expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form

Llewellyn Park H.D., W. Orange,
Continuation sheet Essex County, NJ ltem number 8 Page 8

minimal acreage for lots in most of the Park was actually increased

(Zone A-3) from Haskell's stipulation, although a new A-1 Zone encouraged
small-lot construction (20,000 sg. ft.) on the Park's eastern periphery.
Zoning regulations, the construction of one additional road and the sub-
division of some large parcels accounted for the largest spurt of growth
in the Park's history: Between 1941 and the present, the number of resi-
dences increased by more than sixty. Such dramatic growth did not occur
without losses. Several important houses were demolished (notably the
Auchincloss House, by McKim, Mead and White) simply because they were

too expensive to maintain. Pieces of other large properties were sub-
divided off and new construction was not always sited with care. Losses
of this kind were part of the history of the Park, however; from its
early days, significant buildings (including a handful by Davis) had been
lost to fire and demolition. On balance, the ability to gain revenues

from new proprietors, thus enabling the Managers to conserve the landscape
design, has compensated for losses -- at least to date.

The greatest damage to the Park's integrity came about in the 1960s
when Interstate 280 was routed across the top of the mountain, slicing
off substantial acreage on the western boundary. Not only land but
houses were lost. Although invisible from most of the Park, noise, air
pollution and vibrations carry beyond the right-of-way, views from certain
portions of Tulip and Mountain Avenues are impaired and Castlewood, one
of the few surviving buildings by Davis, stands perilously close to the
highway. The insensitivity of the route is matched only by Interstate
287 in Morristown, where it runs within a hundred feet of the Jacob Ford
Mansion, a National Historic Landmark.

The depredations of Route 280 and other forces reduced the Park's
acreage from its 19th century high of 700+ acres to a present total of
approximately 420 acres. Fortunately, all of the existing total con-
sists of the central and most significant portions envisioned by Haskell
and Davis. Of the Ramble, the Glen, the Forest and the Hill (see Map
No. 1), only the last has been reduced in size.®

If physical change marked the transition of the Park intc the 20th
century, human and social change did as well. In 1901 Daniel Heald
died. One of the six men who attended the first meeting of lot owners
on January 11, 1858, he served from that time until his death as Secretary
- of the Board of Managers and was recognized as the Park's "oldest constant
resident." 1907 saw the death of two others intimately connected with
the Park's nascent years, Orson D. Munn, publisher of The Scientific
American (a Park resident since 1870) and WendelLl Phillips Garrison,
founder and editor of the Nation. Garrison was the third son of aboli-
tionist William Lloyd Garrison who settled in the Park with his family in
1866. Because they carried forward Llewellyn S. Haskell's altruism,
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dedication to preserving natural beauty and an appreciation of

the land as more than a commodity, these men and their contemporaries
bequeathed to the Park a rare sense of purpose and continuity, more

than merely institutional, that has lasted to this day and still informs
the judgement of its directors.

Distaff participation in Park affairs grew in the 20th century as
well. The Ladies' Asscociation existed in the 19th century and by 1914
had two representatives on the Board of Managers for the first time in
the history of the Park. The women of the Association enjoyed a large
role in grounds maintenance, not simply choosing and planting flowers,
but suggesting and raising money for improvements not covered by the
‘regular budget. It was they who first suggested, in 1900, that the Park
hire its own constable. In 1921 four women served on the nine-member
Board of Managers. During the 1930s and '40s the Proprietor's and
Manager's minutes reflect the cohesiveness of a small community. They
contain much humor, often genteel but barbed wit, often expressed by the
women, and often at the expense of their spouses. In 1936, for example,
at a January 13 meeting of the Board of Proprietors, Mrs. Russell Colgate,
reporting on proposed improvements to pedestrian paths, confessed that
"she had been advised that a path two feet wide was sufficient for two
people 1f they were not married but if they were married, four feet wide
would not be too much ... ."

The cohesive "family" atmosphere of Llewellyn Park, engendered by
exclusivity, has not been without its abuses, understandable when assess-
ing the historical context. A 1980 "New York Times Article" had this to
say about it:

Once an enclave of white Anglo Saxon Protestantism,
Llewellyn Park had maintained its homogeneity by dint

of tradition and genteel insistence; homes were either
passed on to children or sold to individuals likely to
prove to be acceptable neighbors. And the board of
managers was said to have used the right to accept or
reject prospective purchasers to screen out "undesirables."
Although first proded undoubtedly by Federal legislation
passed in the 1960's outlawing such discrimination, the
park by all accounts now makes those of varying back-
grounds gquite comfortable. ' '

The biggest challenge likely to face the residents of Llewellyn Park
from this point on is how to cope with the demands of pluralism without
losing the solidarity that makes possible the preservation of their
unigue environment.



NPS Form 10.900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(382)

Expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places

inventory—Nomination Form
Llewellyn Park H.D., W. Orange,
Continuation sheet Essex County, NJ Item number 8 -

Zultural Influences

The development of Llewellyn Park resulted in large part from the
vision of one man, Llewellyn S. Haskell. How his conception and
implementation of the Park plan was inspired by contemporary religious,
ohilosophical and artistic thinking is a question critical to pose but
difficult to answer. So little primary source material exists by or
about Haskell that any examination of how he conceptualized the Park is
peppered with conjecture.

Tracing Haskell's circle of friends and their intellectual pedigrees
may provide one reasonably accurate method of settlng his achievement
in some sort of historical context.

Haskell was acquainted with both Alexander Jackson Davis and Andrew
Jackson Downing, who themselves were friends and professional associates.
Davis as architect and Downing as horticulturist and critic were enormously
influential in cultivating an American taste for romantic buildings in
picturesgue landscapes. Both men, to some degree, were also adherents
of radical religious or philosophical systems. Downing was involved with
the Unitarian and Transcendentalist movements and was a friend of William
Cullen Bryant whose poetic exaltations of nature stimulated the American
taste for landscape. Davis seems to have had more than a passing interest
in Swedenborgianism and often heard Emerson speak. Haskell himself was
claimed by some as an adherent of Perfectionism (a Swedenborgian sect),
but his daughter, in 1916, flatly denied such an association.®

The symbolic and transcendental associations that characterized
Swedenborg's and Emerson's theories were matched by mid 19th century
artistic currents that glorified nature. Edenic, Arcadian and Wilderness
imagery was employed in a purposeful attempt to suppress the image of
-machine and industrialization. The metaphoric or mystical paintings of
Innes, Cole, Durand and Church, like the writings of Thoreau and Emerson,
had become part of the standard intellectual furniture of educated,
upper-middle-class Americans like Llewellyn Haskell, whether or not they
subscribed to the theories that informed such works. One can easily
imagine Haskell having read enough of Thoreau, for example, to be
familiar with the suggestion that every American town set aside a park

of 500 acres as "a common possession forever, for instruction and
recreation."

Even if Haskell were ignorant of the specific attitudes that colored
literature and painting of Transcendentalist persuasion, the general
intellectual and artistic ferment of the 1840s and '50s seems sufficient
to have prompted the visualization of his residential park. Since
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Haskell left no known theoretical comments about his intentions, it is
impossible to say if Nature had become for him, like the radical
Protestant clergy, "a substitute for the mystery and revelation of

formal religion." The popular press did not hesitate to draw connections,
however. 1In 1866, an article in the "Newark Daily Advertiser" linked
Haskell and Emerson when it observed, "what the transcendental philosopher
[Emerson] suggests, Mr. Haskell with the true perceptions of genius

has carried into practice in his idea of Llewellyn Park ... ."

If the impulses that inspired Haskell's landscape philosophy are
difficult to isolate with any certainty, the same is true about his
approach to ownership and community. Like Transcendentalism, Utopianism
was part of the intellectual ’ climate of the period. Horace
Greely and others championed the Frenchman Charles Fourier, whose social-
ist theories included a prescription for cooperative units called
"phalanxes" where residents could work and commune with nature in
idealistic circumstances. Fourierism in America sparked myriad splinter
groups (such as Brook Farm and the Oneida community), which ranged from
incorporating most to almost none of Fourier's ideas. Two New Jersey
groups with Fourierist sympathies were the North American Phalanx in
Red Bank and the Raritan Bay Union at Eagleswood in Perth Amboy. Both
had been established before Haskell began buying land in West Orange and
both attracted the interest of some of the same people who came to have
connections with Llewellyn Park. Davis, for one, designed buildings
for the Raritan Bay Union and Downing's plans to advise the North American
Phalanx on landscaping were aborted by his untimely death. Abolitionist
Theodore Weld and his wife Angelina were prime movers behind the Raritan
Bay Union. When that experiment collapsed, the Weld's established a school
at Eagleswood where Haskell sent his son, who roomed there with Charles
McKim whose abolitionist father James Miller McKim moved his family to
Llewellyn Park soon after. Theodore Weld was also a principal patron
of George Inness, who moved to Eagleswood in 1859.

This complex web of associations suggests many generalized points
of reference for Haskell's thinking but fails to establish any definite
Fourierist or Utopian leanings. On the contrary, a close examinaticn
of the system of ownership and management Haskell set up shows that it
lacked the basic feature of Fourierism, communal ownership of property.
As Jane B. Davies points out, "Haskell's advertisements of Llewellyn
Park property for sale contain absolutely no hint of any ideological
constraints on the purchasers. It was a planned community in the freest
sense with no restrictions (except the usual 'nuisance clause') and
with a democratically elected committee to manage only the basic problems."?®
The absence of any regular program of communal activities or communal
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meeting hall further removes Llewellyn Park from consideration as a
Utopian or Socialist commune in the strict definition of those terms.
Any Socialist or freethinking identity is even further undercut when
one examines the professions and personalities of the early property
owners. Although their number included a spiritualist, a homeopathic
physician, an artist and several prominent abolitionists, most were
successful businessmen with a love of nature -- like Haskell. Men such
as Levi P. Stone, Daniel A. Heald, and Edwin C. Burt, who made their
fortunes from mundane pursuits like dry goods, insurance and shoes,
represented the capitalist underpinnings of the Park.

More detailed biographical information about Llewellyn Haskell
might yield a clearer understanding of his motives and philosophy.
From what we do know it seems apparent that he was neither a Socialist
nor a Perfectionist. Far from being an ideologue of any stripe, he
seems simply to have been an unusually altruistic capitalist bent on
sharing his passionate (and Transcendentally informed?) love of nature.
The appelation "Utopian" sometimes applied to Llewellyn Park seems
ironic, in fact, if one recalls that not one such community dating
from the 1840s and 1850s survived for very long, while Haskell's
pragmatic experiment shows no signs of failure.

Landscape Design

Determining who designed Llewellyn Park is as knotty a problem as
its design antecedents and subsequent influence are clear. When
American art and culture moved from classical to romantic models in
the 1830s and 1840s, English precedents were once again called into
play, since their romantic bias was already well established. Partic-
ularly influential were the voluminous works of John Claudius Loudon,
known to both Davis and Downing, especially his Suburban Gardener

and Villa Companion, which incorporated commentary on the values of
suburban life.

In addition to theoretical models, England had begun to produce,
in the 1830s and 1840s, a burgeoning number of picturesgquely landscaped
urban parks and "villa estates," including Birkenhead Park, visited
by Frederick Law Olmsted in 1850, seven years after it was begun, and
Prince's Park, which William Cullen Bryant had visited in 1845.10

Romantic landscape design had already reached America in the 1830s
in the somewhat unlikely form of cemetery design. Three influential
cemeteries appeared during ‘that decade,.in Boston (Mt. Auburn, 1831),
Philadelphia (Laurel Hill, 1836) and Brooklyn (Greenwood, 1838), but
they yielded no immediate progeny in the form of public parks (although
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the cemeteries themselves were so used) or residential developments.

The first American plan for a residential suburb appears to have been
published by William Ranlett in his 1847 book, The Architect. Three years
later (and three years before Haskell began buying land in Orange) Andrew
Jackson Downing published an essay in the Horticulturist which describes
an ideal "country village." It should incorporate, he advised, a cen-
tralized common or park of between twenty and fifty acrss that would

serve as the heart of the community. This feature and others described

by Downing bear a striking resemblance to the plan of Llewellyn Park.

In 1851 two communities were laid out that have some claim to
important suburban characteristics -- Evergreen Hamlet mear Pittsburgh
and Glendale, Ohio, but neither could boast of the comprehensive layout,
large acreage, dramatic siting or overwhelmingly romantic impression of
Haskell's project. Thus the physical design of Llewellyn Park is the
first significant realization of a residential development imbued with
the characteristics of the best English models as translated through
Downing, with additional characteristics derived from the wilder and more
exXpansive nature of the American landscape.”

Nowhere in the archive of the Llewellyn Park Association, the A. J.
‘Davis papers found at several institutions, or in any other source is
there definitive evidence establishing the author of the Llewellyn Park
landscape design. Davis is the most likely candidate (Downing had died
in 1852), at least superficially, until we look closely at the facts.
Jane B. Davies makes the following convincing observations:

From studying Davis' Day Book, I do not see how he could
have directed the detailed laying out of the Park,
because of lack of time, training, and experience --
though Davis did have some experience with smaller
situations, including some landscape designing for
‘Haskell's own Belmont. Davis and Haskell became

close friends. In the key years, 1853-1857, Davis was
often at Orange Mountain (usually weekends), but he speci-
fied chiefly directing the clearing of his own property
and working with Haskell on architectural designs,
including the Eyrie, gate lodge, Arcade Villa, remodeling
other farmhouses and a number of designs apparently not
executed. Haskell and Davis must have discussed the
plans underway, but in what detail? Davis left no record
of fees charged for landscaping work there, drawing maps,
etc. Somebody had to be on the scene directing the
surveyors, road and bridge builders, men planting
thousands of trees, bushes, and other plants (as well as
deciding and ordering these), deciding which trees were
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to be preserved and what tangled underbrush was to be
cleared away. It was really a large undertaking.!?

If Davis was not the presiding genius, who then? Three other
names are mentioned in connection with landscape work in the Park:
Eugene Baumann, Howard Daniels and James MacGall (or McGall). The
first two are named in a Cravon article for August, 1857, which char-
acterizes the Park as "the first development, so far as we know, of an

idea which may mark a new era in Country Life and Landscape Gardening
in this country."

Baumann was a Swiss or Alsation "Landscapist" who delineated the
plans for the Ramble and laid out five acres of grounds for Arcade
Cottage, a house in the Park that Haskell had Davis design for spec—
ulative purposes. Henry Winthrop Sargent published both de51ans in his
supplement to the sixth edition of Downlng s Treatise on ... Landscape
Gardening (N.Y., 1859). One year previous to the Crazon article Baumann
was Jjoined in practice by Jacob Weidenmann a Swiss-born and German-trained
architect, who may possibly have participated in the Llewellyn Park work.
Howard Daniels’ name is significant in connection with the Park because
ne had returned in 1856 from England, where he had become acguainted
with suburban "Villa Parks," the title of an article he contributed to
the Horticulturist in 1858. His description of "groups of villas, with
gardens of greater or less extent, surrounding a park of from ten to
one hundred acres, which is owned, managed, and used exclusively by the
residents of the surrounding villas" bears an unguivocal relationship to
Llewellyn Park, although the Ramble had already been laid out by this time.
James MacGall, the third man whose name has been mentioned in connection
with Haskell's work, bears the most tenuous connection, resting entirely

on family tradition and the fact that he advertised professionaly in the
Orange Journal of 1858.13

Part of the problem with assigning authorship of the Park's design
is the fact that the profession of landscape architect as we are familiar
with it today did not exist in America at the time. Prior to Olmsted,
there are only rare examples of large-scale landscape projects carried
through from conceptual stage to implementation that are attributable to
one man (John Notman's Laurel Hill might be cited). It seems likely,
therefore (based on evidence largely conjectural), that the planning and
execution of Llewellyn Park resulted from a collaborative and incremental
approach. If, as seems evident, Davis discovered the site, he may have
oroposed the basic idea of a suburban retreat which both he and Haskell
could have conceptualized in stages. With technical assistance from men
like Baumann and Daniels, and perhaps an ongoing critigque from Davis,
Haskell, a passionate amateur in an age when distinctions between amateurs
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and professionals were less stringent, could certainly have been the
Park's intellectual and practical overseer, informed by Downing's books,
the Horticulturist and other contemporary sources. Jane B. Davies
neatly summarizes the scant but convincing evidence in these words:

It appears likely that the presiding genius with the
over-all ideas was Haskell himself, as the contemporary
accounts and the reminiscences of his contemporaries
and his son indicate, and that, "passionately fond of
landscape gardening." he took an active part in direct-
ing the work. His health had been broken by overwork
about 1850 and he devoted a great deal of time to the
development of the park, apparently partially retiring
from business at first, then withdrawing entirely from
his firm about 1859. "The landscape gardening work of
making the Park was very congenial, out of door work,.
laying out many miles of roads on the mountainside,
planting trees and shrubs by the ten thousand of a

Slngle kind," wrote his son, "and he enjoyed it very
much.

Haskell's achievement quickly made an impact. The previously cited
June 23rd, 1860 issue of the New-York Illustrated News described the
Park in effusive prose, supplemented with wood engravings picturing its
landscape features and architecture. A year before, Henry Winthrop
Sargent's supplement to the sixth edition of Downing's influential A
Treatise on ... Landscape Gardening featured engravings of Baumann's
plans for the Ramble and Arcade Cottage together with notes on the Park's

management. Closer to home, an 1866 article in the Newark Daily
Advertiser waxed metaphysical:

In an hour from New York this spot can be reached, and
its occupant can here meet, almost as it were by en-
chantment, the calm guiet of a primeval forest free
from all interruption, with all the refinement that
taste and education can suggest, and as he slowly drives
over the fine roads, and under the tall and overhanging
trees, catching at intervals glimpses of the bay of
New York, or the highlands of Staten Island, or the
tall steeple of Trinity, reminding him of the fever and.
hot haste going on under its very shadow, what a change
must he not experience! Now cares, be they never so 15
cankering, must give place to calm and holy thoughts!

More important than popular and critical acclaim is the evidence of
emulation. In 1857, the year of A. J. Davis' design for the Llewellyn
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Park gatehouse, the City of New York announced a competition for "a
central park," a fact that makes it obvious that the first stages of
Haskell's undertaking were already complete before Frederick Law Olmsted,
the competition's winner, had begun to work on his mammoth urban scheme.
Olmsted knew Davis, was indebted to Downing's work (his eventual
partner Calvert Vaux had been associated with Downing and had designed
at least one villa for Llewellyn Park)and was profoundly influenced by
the Ramble and by Haskell's entire accomplishment. When approached in
1865 to design the campus of the College of California (now Berkeley),
Olmsted referred to the project as one "which I propose to lay out on
the Llewellyn plan."16 Riverside, Illinois, second in importance only to
Llewellyn Park as an early example of a comprehensively designed romantic
suburb, was begun by Olmsted, Vaux & Co. in 1868-1869 with the "Llewellyn
plan" clearly in mind once again. Albert Fein talks about "Olmsted's
and Vaux's regard for that achievement [Llewellyn Park], which served
as a prototype for all their future efforts to plan communities."™ And
again, "The concept of the planned community, as executed in Llewellyn
Park and in Olmsted's adaptation of that form [emphasis added], was
quite revolutionary in American urban development." By the post-Civil
War years romantic suburban developments of the Llewellyn Park variety
(though few were comparable in guality or size) had become an accepted
- form. When Stewart Hartshorn, a businessman, inventor and nature-lover
very like Llewellyn Haskell, bought wilderness acreage in nearby Spring-
field, New Jersey in 1877 to develop the village that became Short Hills,
he quite naturally laid out roads to follow the contours of the land,
preserved its clear streams and Chestnut forest and prohibited all but
residential construction, demonstrating by these policies that in only

twenty years Llewellyn Haskell's standards had become the norm for any
idealistic development scheme.

Architecture

Llewellyn Park was not the seminal event for American romantic
architecture that it was for landscape design. The reaction against
classically inspired architecture was already well established by the
time Llewellyn Haskell began to implement his plans. Downing's Cottage
Residences (1842) and The Architecture of Country Houses (1850) were
only two of the more important theoretical and practical books to
popularize romantic domestic architecture. During the 1840s and '50s
public enthusiasm for the picturesgue was stimulated by a host of
architect~authors, including Gervase Wheeler, William Ranlett, John
Warren Ritch, Edward Shaw, Calvert Vaux and Samuel Sloan, all of whom
had published at least one book before 1857 -- by which date A. J. Davis
had already made his name as the pre-eminent designer of romantic
cottages and villas.
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So if the dwellings that began to rise beside Haskell's towering
trees were fashionable and up-to-date, they were not revolutionary.
Among them were Gothic Revival, Italinante, Swiss and, after the Civil
Nar, Second Empire designs (a "Turkish" villa designed by Davis was
- never built). One of the precepts of the Romantic Movement in architec-
ture was the integration of picturesgue man-made and natural forms --
=he design of a house should respond to an appropriately evocative
rural site. Since American landscape design .had not kept pace with
architectural design this was not so.easy to achieve. Many, if not most,
of the newly romantic houses were built on small lots in small towns
or villages on gridded streets antithetical to the ideal picturesque
situation. Exceprtions can easily be mentioned, of course, like Vaux's
“Olana"and Davis' "Lyndhurst," but they were designed for clients who
commanded more than middle-class means.

Llewellyn Park became the first concentrated collection of picturesque
dwellings appropriately sited in a picturesgue environment where a
successful interaction of art and nature might be achieved without the
expense of owning fifty acres.
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Maps

"Hughes' Map of . . . Orange." (Orange 1856).

"Map of/Llewellyn Park/and Villa Sites on Eagle Ridge/ In Orange
and7west Bloomfield/Property of Llewellyn S. Haskell/
1857." B

"Map of/Llewellyn Park/West Orahge/ New Jersey." [18737] Copyright
of J.H. Schenk, 1880. Copied from the original for
J.H. Schenk.

"Atlas of the Oranges." A.H. Mueller Company (Philadelphia 1911).

"proposed Amendment/of a Portion of the/ Building Zone Map/Town of
West Orange/County of Essex New Jersey/Prepared for the
Proprietors of Llewellyn Park by Andre M. Faure--0October
22, 1941."

nResidents of/Llewellyn Park/West Orange/New Jersey/1913."

"Walling's Map of Essex County." (New York 1859).

" periodicals

. American Architecture and Building News. 1876-1925

American Homes and Gardens. 1906-1915

Architectural Record. 1891-1925

The New York Architect. 1908-1911

NOTES

1The chief secondary source used for this nomination is
" .lewellyn Park in West Orange, New Jersey," by Jane B. Davies,
Antiques, January 1975, pp. 143-155. Although not lengthy, it is by
Tar the most scholarly and accurate treatment of Llewellyn Park to
date, serving as a corrective to the sloppy research and unfounded
generalizations that mar most treatments of the Park. Where no other

source is given in the nomination or on the survey forms, this ar-
ticle should be referred to for both text and notes.
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2Theodore Tilton. "Lewellyn Park," Independent, May 26,
1864, reprinted in the Orange Journal, June 11,

9

3Essex County Deed Book C10, pp. 293-315.

4The Llewellyn Park Association Archive is the chief pri-
mary source consulted for this nomination. The materials are not cat-
alogued. Most references are taken fom the Minute Books and are identi-
fied by meeting date.

5Haskell's "Extensive purchases of mountain lands both
north and south of the Park" are referred to by Davies, Antiques,
footnote 25. -

6To’tal acreage and boundaries are not easily determined
for a great part of the Park's history as land was bought and sold.
The reduction from 700+ acres to 420+ acres is not the dramatic loss
it might seem, since muchof the lost acreage was peripheral and the

present boundaries define all of the land most important to the original
scheme. _ , ' -

7Jane B. Davies cautions against drawing conclusions about
Llewellyn S, Haskell's motives. The following possible connections are
important, however, even when they raise rather than answer questions.

8Richard Guy Wilson identifies some of these philosophical.
and religous associations in his article, "Idealism and the Origin of the
First American Suburb," The American Art Journal 11, No. 4 (October 1979).

9

Letter from Jane B. Davies to Robert P. Guter. September
28, 1982.

10New information about English influence on American romantic
landscape design is found in John Archer's "Country and City in the Amer-
ican Romantic Suburb,* Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians
VXLII, No. 2 (May 1983).
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" archer, p. 154 and ff.

12Let‘cer‘ from Jane B. Davies to Robert P. Guter. September
23, 1982.

13Archer discusses Daniels et. al. Baumann is ‘discussed by
Christopher P. Monkhouse on p. 43-44 of Buildings on Paper . . . ed-
ited)by William H. Jordy and Christopher P. Monkhouse (Providence, R.Il.,
1982). '

14Davies, Antiques, p 145.

Spay 11, 1866.

16Laur‘a Wood Roper: Frederic Law Olmsted (Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1973) p. 511. '
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The boundaries of the Park are delineated on the accompanying maps
ngmpered 1 through 5. This same acreage is recognized by the mu=
nicipality of West Orange as those land independently maintained
by the Trustees of Llewellyn Park who are entitled to levy assess-
ments on the owners of the land so recognized.
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NEW JERSEY OFFICE OF CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION SECTION

INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 0722~ 54

HISTORIC NAME: Anna R. Frost House o
LOCATION: 3loomfield Yay o BLOCK/LOT 112/3

MUNICIPALITY: WEST ORANGE (Llewellyn Park)  COUNTY: ESSEX
USGS QUAD: Orange ‘ UTM REFERENCES: . ‘
OWNER/ADDRESS:* James Smillie : Zone/Northing/Easting

»

(609) 292 - 2023

DESCRIPTION *(Owner's address is West Orange unless noted otherwise.)

Construction Date: ca. 1856 Source of Date: see REFERENCES, over
Architect: A_.J. Davis Builder:
Style: 3racketed Form/Plan Type: Rectangular

Number of Stories: 2t

Foundation:

Exterior Wall Fabric: Cliapbcard

Fenestration:  €/6 sash w/ batten shutters

Roof/Chimneys: Moderately pitched gable w/ sticklike brackets, gabled dormers w/ deep
eaves overhang, brick interior chimney. Addition has flat roof.
Additional Architectural Description: -

The south elevation has a bay window and a 2-story
bay. An enclosed sunporch is appended to the east elevation.

PHOTO Negative File No. 633 Map (Indicate North)




SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: ' The house is is sited onm a

sma}l rise on a large lot, with naturalized piantings and a backdrop of mature
daciduous trees.

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: /Urban [J Suburban Scattered Buildings (]
Open Space (] Woodland ] Residential [ Agricultural (] Village (J
Industrial CJ Downtown Commerical (] Highway Commercial (] Other (]

SIGNIFICANCE: . - )
Here it not for deccumentary evidence, this would be accepted at its

face value as a vernacular farmhouse-typs dwelling. Jane B. Davies, however,
discoverad corraspondence between Llewellyn Haskell's mother-in-law, Anna R.
Frost, and A.J. Davis pertaining to it design. Frost wrote to Davis in October 1855;
"1 have been purchasing a lot of about 3 acres, on which to erect a modest, com-
fortable dwelling for mysely & I should be glad to have your ideas of laying it
out with some taste but at no great expense. I have a plan, which if you can im-
prove I shall be glad, but comfort in my opinion supersedes [sic] every other
consideration in building & meretricious ornaments I do not desire . . . Uf course
I should like you to bring some plans for houses, but let them be economical."
Jane 3. Davies surmises that "this determined Southern lady must have trimmed down
the design that Davis produced a month later, for he considered its execution
'shameful' ; the comfortable frame house has since been much altered.'

ORIGINAL USE: RESIDENTIAL PRESENT USE: RESIDENTIAL

PHYSICAL CONDITION:  Excellent (] Good al Fair (] Poor (]

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes OJ Possible (] No Part of District

THREATS TO SITE: Roads[] evelopment Zoning (] Deterioration [
No Threat Other [J -

COMMENTS:

See district nomination for explanation of following categories:
KEY () ) CONTRIBUTING ( ) HARMONIZING ( ) INTRUSION ( )

REFERENCES:
SOURCE OF DATE: Municipal Tax Assessor's Records ( ) Physical Evidence ¢ )
Historic Maps ( ) Other: Jane B. Davies

RECORDED BY: Robert P. Guter for DATE: June-December, 1982
Committee of Managers, Llewellyn Park
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NEW JERSEY OFFICE OF CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION SECTION '
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 0722~ 55

HISTORIC NAME:

LOCATION: iountain Avenue BLOCK/LOT 103/11

MUNICIPALITY: WEST ORANGE (Llewellyn Park)  COUNTY: ESSEX

USGS QUAD: Orange UTM REFERENCES:

OWNER/ADDRESS:* M/M Bruce Cohen Zone/Northing/Easting

DESCRIPTION *(Owner's address is West Orange unless noted otherwise.)

Construction Date: ca. 1970-80 "Source of Date: see REFERENCES, over
Architect: Builder:
Style: Builder's Colonial Revival Form/Plan Type:3-bay rectangular center hall

Number of Stories: 2

Foundation: Concrete

Exterior Wall Fabric:Brick Veneer & shiingle

Fenestration: 6/6 sash & multipaned bay windows
Roof/Chimneys: Asphalt gable, exterior brick chimney

Additional Architectural Description: - Tefra-style Doric portico shields pedimented entry.
Attached 2-car garage.

PHOTO Negative File No. 809 Map (Indicate North)




SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES:

'SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: rban [ Suburban IZT Scattered Buildings (]
Open Space [ Woodland Residential (] Agricuitural [ Village (]
Industrial (J Downtown Commerical (] Highway Commercial (] Other O

SIGNIFICANCE: MONE

ORIGINAL USE: RESIDEMTIAL PRESENT USE: RESIDENTIAL
PHYSICAL CONDITION:  Excellent ¥1 ~ Good (0 Fair Poor (]
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes (] Possible ] No Part of District (]
THREATS TO SITE: Roads(] Development ] Zoning [ Deterioration (]
No Threat @  Other (J .
COMMENTS:
See district nomination for explanation of following categories:
KEY ( ) CONTRIBUTING ( ) HARMONIZING ( ) INTRUSION (/)
REFERENCES:
SOURCE OF DATE: Municipal Tax Assessor's Records (v") Physical Evidence ( )
Historic Maps ( ) Other: -
RECORDED BY: Robert P. Guter for DATE: June-December, 1982

Committee of Managers, Llewellyn Park




o °>* NEW JERSEY OFFICE OF CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION SECTION

INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 0722-66
HISTORIC NAME:

LOCATION: 0ak Bend BLOCK/LOT 97/2

MUNICIPALITY: WEST ORANGE (Llewellyn Park) COUNTY: ESSEX

USGS QUAD: Orange UTM REFERENCES: . _
OWNER/ADDRESS:* M/M L.B. Weiss Zone/Northing/Easting

DESCRIPTION *(Owner's address is West Orange unless noted otherwise.)

Construction Date: 1930 Source of Date: see REFERENCES, over

Architect: Builder:

Style:  Tydor Revival Form/Plan Type: pectangular, 4-bay, w/
side wings

Number of Stories: 2

Foundation: Brick

Exterior Wall Fabric: gpjck, English bond

Fenestration: pajpred and tripled casements and a large 5-sided bay w/ stained glass
.and transoms
Roof/Chimneys: Gable w/ 3 brick & pilastered chimneys

Additional Architectural Description: -

PHOTO Negative File No. 927 Map (Indicate North)
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SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: . .
: Located on a high knoll,

the house has a heavily wooded rear yad and a large open front lawn.

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:  Urban (] Suburban (] Scattered Buildings []
Open Space (O Woodland ] Residential [ Agricultural O Village (J
Industrial (J Downtown Commerical (] Highway Commercial (] Other (]

SIGNIFICANCE:  This house is typical of the Park's stock of Tudor-inspired houses
that employ repetitive gable forms instead of half timbering.

ORIGINAL USE: RESIDENTIAL PRESENT USE: RESIDENTIAL

PHYSICAL CONDITION:  Excellent Q{ Good O Fair O Poor (]

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:  Yes (O Possible (] No (O Part of District

THREATS TO SITE: Roads(J evelopment ] Zoning (] Deterioration (]
No Threat Other (J .

COMMENTS:

L]

See district nomination for explanation of following categories:
KEY ( ) CONTRIBUTING (V') HARMONIZING ( ) INTRUSION ( )

REFERENCES: g
SOURCE OF DATE: Municipal Tax Assessor's Records (l/) Physical Evidence ( )

Historic Maps ( )  Other:

RECORDED BY: Robert P. Guter for DATE: June-December, 1982
Committee of Managers, Llewellyn Park
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NEW JERSEY OFFICE OF CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

HISTORIC PRESERVATION SECTION
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM

HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 0722- 67

HISTORIC NAME: '
LOCATION:  Edgehill Road

MUNICIPALITY: WEST ORANGE (Llewellyn Park)
USGS QUAD: Orange
OWNER/ADDRESS:*  Dr. & Mrs. J. Belfatto

BLOCK/LOT 89/41

COUNTY: ESSEX
UTM REFERENCES:
Zone/Northing/Easting

WUYy 274 - cuco

CTION, 1UY WEST STATE STRLL L, FKUNTUN, INCW JEROL T UOULD

.
¥

HISTORIC PRESERVATION St

DESCRIPTION *(Owner's address is West Orange unless noted otherwise.)

Construction Date: ca., 1925
Architect:

Style: Dutch Colonial
Number of Stories: 2

Foundation: Bprick

Source of Date: see REFERENCES, over
Builder:

Form/Plan Type:5-pay center hall w/ side
wings

Exterior Wall Fabric: painted wood shingle above running bond brick w/ random blue-

glazed bricks
Fenestration:g/6 sash

Roof/Chimneys: Flared gabrel covered w/ asphalt shingle, 1 exterior brick chimney

Additional Architectural Description: pj]llars of entrance portico replaced w/ wrought iron.

One porch enclosed w/ louvered glass.

Map (Indicate North)



SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES:

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:  Urban [ Suburban [ Scattered Buildings (]
Open Space (] Woodland (] Residential [ Agricuitural (] Village (3
Industrial CJ Downtown Commerical (J Highway Commercial (] Other (3

,SIGNIFICANCE: Cf. house # 68.

ORIGINAL USE: PRESENT USE:

PHYSICAL CONDITION: -Excellent (] Good E{ Fair (J Poor (]

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes (] Possible (] No O Part of District

THREATS TO SITE: Roads(] evelopment [J Zoning (] Deterioration (]
No Threat Other (] .

COMMENTS:

See district nomination for explanation of following categories:
KEY ( ) CONTRIBUTING (\/I; HARMONIZING ( ) INTRUSION ( )

REFERENCES:
wae ot SQURCE OF DATE: Municipal Tax Assessor's Records ( ) . Physical Evidence ,(/ )
Historic Maps ( )  Other: A

RECORDED BY: Robert P. Guter for o DATE: June-December, 1982
Committee of Managers, Llewellyn Park
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NEW JERSEY OFFICE OF CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION SECTION :
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 072268

HISTORIC NAME: ‘
LOCATION: Edgehill Road BLOCK/LOT  89/64

MUNICIPALITY: VWES'I’ ORANGE (Llewellyn Park) COUNTY: ESSEX

USGS QUAD: Orange UTM REFERENCES: . '

- OWNER/ADDRESS:* - Cornwall Paper Mills Zone/Northing/Easting

51-83 S. Jefferson Street, Orange, N.J.

»

AWV S J ol ™ Ve

DESCRIPTION *(Owner's address is Wast Orange unless noted otherwise.)

Construction Date: 1926 Source of Date: see REFERENCES, over
Architect: Builder:
Style:  Dutch Colonial ‘ Form/Plan Type: 3-bay center hall

Number of Stories: 2

Foundation: (Cement

Exterior Wall Fabric: Painted brick
Fenestration: §/1 sash

Roof/Chimneys: pock gambrel, variegated slate

HINTUKIC PREDEKVATIUNDECTIUIN, 1UY WEDI DIATL DIILEL, IRLINIUIY, IVLIW JLNDIL 1 VOULJ

PHOTO Negative File No. 107 Map (Indicate North)
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SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: 2ehind the house is a brick

& stucco garage w/ new door. A specimen quality 3eech marks the corner
of the lot. '

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Urban (J Suburban ] Scattered Buildings (]
Open Space (] Woodland (] Residential (] Agricultural (] Village (1
Industrial CJ Downtown Commerical (CJ Highway Commercial C]-  Other (J

SIGNIFICANCE: This is one of a half dozen or so Dutch Colonial houses that make
up some of the best smaller dwellings in the Park.

ORIGINAL USE: RESIDENTIA PRESENT USE: RESIDENTIAL

PHYSICAL CONDITION:  Excellent Good (] Fair (T Poor (]

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes (1 Possible [J No (O Part of District

THREATS TO SITE: Roads(] evelopment (] Zoning (] Deterioration (]
No Threat * - Other .

COMMENTS:

See district nomination for explanation of following categories:
KEY ( ) CONTRIBUTING (V') HARMONIZING ( ) INTRUSION ( )

REFERENCES:
SOURCE OF DATE: Municipal Tax Assessor's Records (V') Physical Evidence ( )

Historic Maps ( )  Other:

RECORDED BY: Robert P. Guter for DATE: June-December, 1982
Committee of Managers, Llewellyn Park
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NEW JERSEY OFFICE OF CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION SECTION

INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 0722-69
HISTORIC NAME: )

LOCATION: Bloomfield Hay BLOCK/LOT 113A/13

MUNICIPALITY: WEST ORANGE (Llewellyn Park) COUNTY: ESSEX

USGS QUAD: Orange UTM REFERENCES: _ .
OWNER/ADDRESS:*  M/M F.S. Osborne Zone/Northing/Easting

DESCRIPTION *(Owner's address is West Orange unless noted otherwise.)

Construction Date:  ca. 1880 Source of Date: see REFERENCES, over
Architect: Builder:
Style: Queen Anne/Shingle Style Form/Plan Type: 1prreqular L-plan

Number of Stories: 2,

Foundation: pshlar

Exterior Wall Fabric: ¢1appoard & shingle

Fenestration:  myltipaned sash

Roof/Chimneys: Steeply pitched asphalt gables, i interior brick chimney
Additional Architectural Description: * oy 10104 gagled attic story projects slightly & is

finished w/ a course of sawtoothed shinglesPorch/entry area seems to have been
altered. Modern garage and small i-story wing unobtrusively attached.

Map (Indicate North)




SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES:

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:  Urban [ Suburban [ Scattered Buildings [J
Open Space [J Woodland O Residential [J Agricultural ] Village [
Industrial . Downtown Commerical [ Highway Commercial (] Other [

SIGNIFICANCE:  Thig is part of a group of Queen Anne/Shingle Style houses
(cf.#39) built at about the same time and probably aes1gned by the same

architect/builder. They represent one of the first groups of relatively
"middle class" housing in the Park.

ORIGINAL USE: RESIDENTIAL 4 PRESENT USE: RESIDENTIAL
PHYSICAL CONDITION:  Excellent Good [ Fair (O Poor ]
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes [ Possible [] No (J Part of District tzf
THREATS TO SITE: Roads(] evelopment (] Zoning (] Deterioration [

’ No Threat Other (J .
COMMENTS:

See district nomination for explanation of following categories:
KEY ( ) CONTRIBUTING (V) HARMONIZING ( ) INTRUSION ( )

REFERENCES:
SOURCE OF DATE: Municipal Tax Assessor's Records (° ) Physical Evidence ()/)
Historic Maps (V') Other: '

RECORDED BY: Robert P. Guter for DATE: June-December, 1982
Committee of Managers, Llewellyn Park
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NEW JERSEY OFFICE OF CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION SECTION

INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 0722-70

HISTORIC NAME: )
LOCATION:  Edgehill Road BLOCK/LOT 85/59G

MUNICIPALITY: WEST ORANGE (Llewellyn Park) COUNTY: ESSEX

USGS QUAD: Orange UTM REFERENCES: ' '
OWNER/ADDRESS:* M/M R. DeAngelo Zone/Northing/Easting

DESCRIPTION *(Owner's address is West Orange unless noted otherwise.)

Construction Date: 1930 Source of Date: see REFERENCES, over
Architect: Builder:
Style: marginally Colonial Revival Form/Plan Type: 5-bay center hall

Number of Stories: 2

Foundation: (Cement

Exterior Wall Fabric: (]apboard

Fenestration: §/1 sash, diamond & multipaned casements

Roof/Chimneys: Asphalt gable w/ large shed dormer centered at front

Additional Architectural Description: -

HISTORIC PRESERVATION SECTION, 109 WEST STATE STREET, TRENITUN, NGw sunons vuee.

PHOTO Negative File No. 121 . . Map (Indicate North)




SITING, BOUND